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We Will Remember Them 

 
The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. We can think back to that day in 1918 with 
mixed emotions: admiration of the bravery and commitment of so many; sorrow at all the death 
and destruction, the injuries and trauma; anger that the war ever started and that those in power 
couldnôt ï or wouldnôt ï stop it; thankfulness that at last the fighting stopped. The Armistice 
signed on that day at 11 am, was not a peace agreement; it was a truce. The word armistice 

means óto stop using arms/armamentsô, and when it was signed it was to last for 36 daysΦ 
 
In fact there was no more official fighting, and the proper peace treaty between Germany and 
the Allies ï The Treaty of Versailles ï was signed on 28th June 1919. This was exactly 5 years 
after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (and his wife, Sophie) which led to the start 
of óThe Great Warô. It was described as óthe war to end all warsô, yet by 1919, it was already 

being referred to by some people as World War 1, as if in anticipation of another world warΦ  
 
But why did Britain and the Allied Powers fight against Germany and the Central Powers? 
Many would say that someone had to stand up to the arrogance and greed of the German  
leadership. Was it a sense of justice, that Britain felt it had to defend a weaker country? Were we 
afraid that Britain would be invaded, that we would lose our freedom? There are many people 
more qualified than I am to provide an answer, but the idea of freedom, liberty and independ-
ence is worth exploring. 

 
The Bible has much to say on freedom. For example, St Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans 
(chapter 8 verses 20-21) ñAgainst its will, all creation was subjected to Godôs curse. But with 
eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will join Godôs children in glorious 
freedom from death and decay.ò 

 
The Collect for the Third Sunday of Trinity also spells it out clearly, ñAlmighty God, you have 
broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call 
you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service that we and all creation may 
be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord.  Amen.ò 

 
When the Rt Revd Keith Sinclair, Bishop of Birkenhead, came to St. 
Michaelôs in October for a confirmation service, he explained in his sermon 
that forgiveness of sins brings freedom. But this is not an irresponsible  
freedom to live in whatever way we choose, but a freedom to serve our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 
Considering what happened in the years after 1918, it could be thought that 
many died in vain. But a 20th century novelist put this into the mouths of 
some who died, ñWent the day well? We died and never knew. But well or 
ill, Freedom we died for you.ò We celebrate Remembrance Day in this  
centenary year with mixed emotions. Let us take our freedom seriously and  
responsibly to love God and love our neighbour to the best of our 
ability. 
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Sunday 4th November (4th Sunday before Advent) 
 8.30am  Holy Communion 
 10.00am  Morning Celebration 
 12.00noon  Caf® Church 
 
Wednesday 7th November  
 10.00am  Holy Communion 

 
Saturday 10th October  
7.30pm  Remembrance Vigil 
 

Sunday 11th November (Remembrance Sunday)  
 8.30am  Holy Communion  
 10.00am  Holy Communion 
  
Wednesday 14th November 
 10.00am  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 18th November (2nd Sunday before Advent) 
 8.30am  Holy Communion  
 10.00am  Holy Communion & Confirmation Service 
 3.30pm  Service of Remembrance and Hope  
  
Wednesday 21st November  
 10.00am  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 25th November (Christ the King) 
 8.30am  Holy Communion  
 10.00am  Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday 28th November  

 10.00am  Holy Communion 
 

NOVEMBER CHURCH SERVICES  
Children are extremely  
welcome at all our services. 
Sunday Club meets in the  
Meeting Room during the  
service for all children. If you 
have a younger child who 
gets restless or cries during 
the service please DO NOT  

WORRYðitôs only natural. There are toys for 
the young child in the Meeting Room. 

     BIBLE READINGS FOR  
      NOVEMBER 

 
Sunday 4th November     Sunday 18th November 
Revelation 21: 1-6a     Daniel 12: 1-3 
John 11:32-44      Mark 13: 1-8 
        
Sunday 11th November      Sunday 25th November 
Psalm 62: 5-end      Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14 
Mark 1:14-20       John 18: 33-37 

 

Jesus is King 
Revelation 19:16 
 
Whether we believe it, or not, 
Whether we feel it, or not, 
Whether we care, or not, 
Whether we want it to be so, or not, 
Whether we acknowledge it, or not, 
 
The fact is, 
The truth is, 
The reality is that 
 
Jesus is King! 
King of Kings 
And Lord of Lords. 
 
And one day, Heôs coming back! 
 
by Daphne Kitching 

Yummy honey 
 
Honey is far more likely to do you good than antibiotics if you have a cold and cough this autumn.  
That is the recent new guidance from the NHS.  Research has found that honey significantly  
reduces the frequency and severity of coughs. The National Institute for Health and Care  
Excellence (NICE) and Public Health England (PHE) are urging us to buy 'self-care' products such 
as honey, herbal remedies and cough medicines instead of asking our doctors for antibiotics.  Only 
if coughs get very bad and prolonged, or if you feel really unwell and breathless should you con-
sider antibiotics. 
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

November Birthdays 
 

Congratulations to Timothy 
Aylett who celebrates his 
birthday on November 
10th, and to Barbara Knott 
who celebrates her birthday 
on November 19th and to  

David Walker who celebrates his  
birthday on November 24th, and to 
Lynne Corker who celebrates her  
birthday on November 25th, and to 
Norah Gamon who celebrates her  
birthday on 30th November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
We are recommencing our weekly Communion services at Foxhill 
as from Monday the 3rd September. We gather at 11.30 a.m. for tea 
and coffee before the service at 12 noon. We would be grateful if 
you could circulate this information as we would like to offer  
hospitality and fellowship to those in the area.  It is a very informal 
gathering with a bible study/ discussion instead of the sermon. We 
also plan to offer a monthly light lunch after the service and the 
dates will be available each month. Thanks so much for your help 
with this, it is very much appreciated. 
Jonathon S.M. Green (Revd). 
Director. 

22 November St Cecilia - patron saint of musicians 
If you are going to any concerts before Christmas, spare a thought for St Cecilia - the patron saint of musicians. 
Cecilia is one of the most famous of the Roman martyrs of the 2nd century.  As far as is known, she was born a 
noble lady of Rome who, despite her vow of virginity, was forced to marry an older pagan nobleman named 
Valerian. During the wedding, as the musicians played, Cecilia sat apart singing to God in her heart, and for 
that she was later declared the saint of musicians When the time came for her marriage to be consummated,  
Cecilia told Valerian that watching over her was an angel of the Lord, who would punish him if he sexually  
violated her but would love him if he respected her virginity.  Understandably startled by this, Valerian then 
asked to see the angel for himself. Cecilia replied that to do so, he must go to the third milestone on the Via  
Appia and be baptised by the Bishop of Rome.  Valerian seems to have been a good-natured husband, because 
the story goes that he followed her suggestion, was baptised a Christian, and sure enough, saw the angel  
protecting his wife. Being a Christian in those days was dangerous, and when the next wave of Roman  
persecutions began, Valerian and Cecilia were among those arrested. It is said that they died at the hands of the 
Roman prefect Turcius Almachius, perhaps in Sicily sometime between 176 and 180 AD. One story goes that 
Cecilia was struck on the neck with a sword, and as she lay dying, asked that her house be converted into a 
church.  Certainly an early Roman Christian church, Santa Cecilia, was founded in the fourth century in the 
Trastevere section of Rome, reputedly on the site of the house in which she lived. In the centuries since then, a 
number of musical compositions have been dedicated to her, and her feast day has become the occasion for 
many concerts and musical festivals. St Cecilia is frequently depicted playing a viola, a small organ, or other 
musical  

Confirmation at St Michaels 
 

On Sunday 21st October we welcomed the Bishop Keith Bishop of  
Birkenhead to St Michaels, to confirm three candidates from our church, 
and they were Annie Littler, Calum Nelhams and Charlotte McKelvie 


