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Welcome from our ‘New Vicar’ – Rev Karen Brady 
 

‘Hello’ everyone!  It’s lovely to finally be your ‘new vicar’. This is 
an exciting time for me and I’m looking forward to meeting you, 
getting to know you and getting to know the parish.  But this is  
also a strange and slightly subdued time in the midst of the  
Coronavirus and all the restrictions and uncertainty it brings.  It 
means we can’t physically gather together in fellowship and in 
worship in our church.  It also means I can’t move into the parish 
because the building work on the vicarage has been delayed.  It all 
feels a million miles away from when I came to St Michael’s in 
January for my interview and again in February for ‘Tea and 
Toast’.  I met some of you on that busy Saturday morning and your 
welcome was heartfelt and generous.  Memories of that day remind me that I have a lot to be 
excited about and to look forward to. But it also reminds me that we all have something to be 
excited about (not just me).  We can all look forward to when  
restrictions are gradually lifted and we can see friends and family again.  We can all look  
forward to when some form of gathered (but socially-distanced) fellowship and worship can 
begin.  We don’t know when or how that will happen, but we can (and must) lift it to God in 
prayer and then patiently leave it to God in his hands and his time. 
In the meantime, let me tell you a little about myself.  I was born and grew up in Cumbria, I 
went to Newcastle University to study Mechanical Engineering and my first job after university 
was in Edinburgh as a Production Engineer.  All of this explains my ‘unique’ accent which is 
faintly Cumbrian, with a discernible Geordie twang and a hint of Scottish burr. I also have a 
terrible sense of direction.  So, if you see me lost in the parish, please stop and introduce  
yourself and then please point me in the right direction. 
I’ll tell you more about myself over the coming weeks and no doubt you’ll discover more when 
we meet.  Despite the lockdown and not being in the parish (yet), I do hope to get around the 
parish and come and meet as many of you as possible.  That may be a socially-distanced face-to
-face meeting or it may be by phone or by video conference.  Whenever and how ever we meet, 
I look forward to us getting to know each other. But be ready, because I’ll be asking you two 
questions: 
What is your prayer for yourself and for those you love? 
 

What is your prayer for our church and our community? 
Then we can pray for those things together.  In the meantime, I’d like to close with this prayer 
of blessing which comes from the Morning Prayer of the Northumbria Community. It seems so 
appropriate in this time of the pandemic and our church doors being (temporarily) closed.  
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 
wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
once again into our doors. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 

Rev Karen Brady 
Vicar, St Michael and All Angels, Runcorn 
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BIBLE READINGS FOR  
JULY  

 
 

5th July        19th July 
Romans 7: 15-25a       Romans 8: 12-25 
Matthew 11: 16-19,25-30     Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

 
12th July         26th July 

Romans 8: 1-11       Romans 8: 26-39 
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23     Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52  
 
      

AUGUST 
         

2nd August       16th August 
Romans 9: 1-5       Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 14: 13-21      Matthew 15: 21-28 
 
9th August        23rd August 
Romans 10: 5-15       Roman 12: 1-8  
Matthew 14: 22-33      Matthew 16: 13-20 
 

30th August 
            Romans 12: 9-end 
            Matthew 16: 21-end 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 
July & August Birthdays 
 
Congratulations to Shelagh Goffin 
whose birthday is on July 12th, 
also to Bob Browne whose  
birthday is on July 22nd, to  
Sheila Rose whose birthday is on 
August 4th and to Robert Littler 

whose birthday is on August 5th. 

 
  CONGRATULATIONS  
    to 
 

  Claire and Matt Roth  
  on the birth of their first child  
      a baby girl, Elizabeth Marie Roth 
     who was born on  
      Thursday 4th June 2020 @ 10.36am 
      weighing 6lb 15oz 
 
     Congratulations from all at  
    St Michael’s Church 
   

WELCOME 
 
A big warm welcome from the Churchwardens, 
Colin & Rosemary, the PCC and the congregation 
of St Michael and All Angels Church to our new 
vicar Revd Karen Brady. She was licenced as our 
vicar on Wednesday 10th June via Zoom, this was 
done due to the restrictions. We hope she will settle 
into church life at St Michael’s very quickly and 
meet the congregation very soon. 
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CONGRATULATIONS  
 

to 

 Jim & Shelagh Goffin        Peter & Elsie Ackerley 
       whose Wedding Anniversary      whose Wedding Anniversary   
  is on July 6th                   is on July 25th  
           
         to           

 Brian & Rosemary Lunt  Bob & Helen Browne 
         whose Wedding Anniversary        whose Wedding Anniversary 
          is on August 16th                  is on August 18th 
    

 
CONGRATULATIONS  

to 
 

Walter & Noreen Yule 

           who will be celebrating their  
        Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
         on 30th July 

Correction from the June Magazine 
It should have of read  ‘Stan & Wendy are celebrating their   
Diamond Wedding Anniversary’ not Golden Wedding Anniversary 

Your garden is good for you 
 

Spending time in your garden will do your wellbeing as 
much good as if you were living in a wealthy  
neighbourhood. So says a recent study by the University of 
Exeter and the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). It has 
found that 71 per cent of people who used their garden went 
on to report good general health, as compared to 61 per cent 
who did not use their outdoor space. A similar difference in 
wellbeing was seen between the highest and lowest income 
groups. The study also found that those of us who love our 
gardens are far more likely to have greater levels of physical 
activity and much higher psychological wellbeing. 

Gardening Against the Odds? 
 
The Conservation Foundation has relaunched Gardening Against the Odds as a virtual network and is getting 
some excellent interest. As a result, it may be making a radio series soon, featuring some of the projects it has 
discovered over the years which show how people combat ‘odds’ – mental, physical and environmental - by  
gardening, even when they have no garden. These people plant seeds which they watch grow, eventually  
producing growth leading to flowers and fruit. Sometimes they work alone, sometimes there is an opportunity 
to share, producing a sense of community.  All this is nothing new, but many people are discovering the  
benefits of gardening as a result of lockdown – discovering how gardening can help combat loneliness and  
depression with a sense of caring and wellbeing sometimes with life changing results. 
This is a very topical issue and so if you have discovered the benefits of gardening recently – or know  
someone who has – the Conservation Foundation would love to hear from you as soon as possible.  
Please contact : davidshreeve@conservationfoundation.co.uk.  
Facebook @gardeningagainsttheodds   
websitehttps://conservationfoundation.co.uk/projects/gardening-against-the-odds/ 

Over-65s go shopping online 
 
When you can’t go out, go shopping. That seems to be the decision of 
many people over 65. Record numbers of over-65s have signed up for 
online banking, according to recent data from Halifax.  And they are 
now shopping online twice as much as a year ago, after being forced to 
stay home during lockdown. Overall, the proportion of transactions  
being made online by those over the age of 65 has doubled, climbing 
from 20 per cent to 40 per cent.  

mailto:davidshreeve@conservationfoundation.co.uk
https://conservationfoundation.co.uk/projects/gardening-against-the-odds/
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Name above all Names 
  
Name above all Names, what’s in a name? 
Jesus, Messiah, He’s coming again, 
Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End, 
Apostle and High Priest, the sinners Friend. 
  
Walking on water, calming the storm, 
God incarnate calling us home 
Creator, the I Am, nailed to a tree 
Lion of Judah dying for me. 
  
Risen, the Victor, conquering King 
Coming with clouds redemption to bring 
To gather His bride for heaven above 
To reign with the Lamb whose name is Love. 
  
By Megan Carter 

11th July St Benedict - author of the famous Rule  
St Benedict (c.480 – c.550) was an abbot and author of the famous Rule that bears his name.  Because of his 
Rule, Benedict is also the Patriarch of Western Monasticism, and Patron Saint of Europe. Surprisingly little is 
known about his life.  Born at Nursia, Benedict studied at Rome, which he then left before completing his  
studies to become a hermit at Subiaco.  After a time disciples joined him, whom he organised into twelve  
deaneries of ten.  After an attempt on his life, Benedict moved on to Monte Cassino, near Naples, where he 
wrote the final version of his Rule. Benedict’s Rule is justly famous and respected: not only did it incorporate 
much traditional monastic teaching from revered monks like Basil, but Benedict went on to modify this in a 
way characterised by prudence and moderation within a framework of authority, obedience, stability and  
community life. Benedict’s great achievement was to produce a monastic way of life that was complete,  
orderly, and workable.  The monks’ primary occupation was liturgical prayer, which was complemented by  
sacred reading and manual work of various kinds. Benedict’s own personality shines through this Rule: wise, 
discreet, flexible, learned in the law of God, but also a spiritual father to his community.  Benedict’s Rule came 
to be recognised as the fundamental monastic code of Western Europe in the early Middle Ages.  Because of 
his Rule, monasteries became centres of learning, agriculture, hospitality, and medicine.  Thus, Benedict came 
to influence the lives of millions of people. 

Use your old clothes to help others in poverty 
 
Lockdown drove many of us to do a Spring clear-out of our wardrobes.  But what 
do you do now do with the old clothes you no longer want? Charity shops may be 
closed for the time being, but there's still a way to donate your old items and  
support your favourite charities. Just go online and visit Thrift+ .  It is an online 
store where you can buy and donate great quality second-hand clothes. And you 
get to choose which cause to support when you make a donation. While lockdown 
measures are in place, they've introduced a doorstep collection service, so you don't need to leave your home to 
support life-transforming charities. 

The new absolutely-must-have item for your kitchen 
 

Here is a curious winner in the coronavirus crisis: the humble egg cup. It has been flying off the 
shelves in recent months, as more of us find solace in a cooked breakfast. At one point, John  
Lewis had sold out of most of its egg cups, with even the most expensive lines selling out. (Such  
as Le Creuset’s set of six egg cups for £45, or Emma Bridgwater’s set of six for £27.95.) As  
Nicola Hattersley, tableware buyer for John Lewis, explained: “One positive from being at home 
more is taking the time to make mealtimes more of an occasion.  “The humble egg cup –  
something many of us haven’t used since childhood – is gracing tables once again and hopefully 
we’ll see a new generation becoming familiar with ‘soldiers’ and debating the best way to smash 
open a boiled egg.” 

What effect will coronavirus have on society? 
 
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) has found that, 
following an initial period of great anxiety and confusion, now 
almost half the population understands that life will not return 
to normal within the next six months.  
 
Other findings include:     
75 per cent of us are “very worried” or “somewhat worried” 
about the effect that coronavirus is having on our lives now.   
Many parents have struggled with home schooling, with 33 
per cent saying it has put a strain on family relationships.  
41 per cent of us expect our financial situation to get worse 
over the next 12 months. 41 per cent of us think that the  
wellbeing of our child or children is being negatively affected. 
But it is not all bleak – a huge 57 per cent of us think that  
Britain will be more united in the future, and 67 per cent of us 
say that Britain will be kinder after coronavirus.  That is good 
news! 

https://go.capuk.org/e/361711/2020-05-21/22cq2sh/418629194?h=9TVAXkBzJ33cmcYCoEuof5ltXtD0HMraw9jtE6ALGyY
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House of Bishops backs phased approach to revising access to church buildings 
  
The House of Bishops is continuing to review advice to clergy on the Church’s efforts to limit 
the spread of the coronavirus. The Bishops have agreed in principle to a phased approach to  
lifting restrictions with regard to church buildings, in time and in parallel with the  
Government’s approach, with three broad stages as infection levels improve. An initial  
immediate phase has allowed very limited access to church buildings for activities such as 
streaming of services or private prayer by clergy in their own parishes, so long as the necessary hygiene and  

social distancing precautions are taken.  
Subsequently it is hoped to offer access for some rites and ceremonies when  
allowed by law, observing appropriate physical distancing and hygiene  
precautions. Worship services, with limited congregations meeting, will begin 
when Government restrictions are eased to allow this. 
The Bishops agreed that the decision on the timing of when to implement the 
revised advice on ministers or worship leaders praying and streaming from 
their church buildings should be made by individual Diocesan  

Bishops, depending on their local situation. 

Psalm 46 – a psalm of comfort in anxious times 
 
To say that we are living in uncertain times is an understatement! Psalm 46 speaks into our anxiety and fear, just 
as it did to Israel originally. At this time, we must focus on God, who alone can deliver us in such times. 
 
He is our refuge: ‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’ (1). In the midst of our  
difficulties, God promises Himself to be our refuge, strength and help. A ‘refuge’ is a place of trust, where God 
promises to protect us. When the whole world is turned upside down, we can come to Him without fear. 
 
He is our resource: ‘There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most 
High dwells.’ (4,5). Jerusalem was able to withstand enemy attack, because of the water that resourced it. For us, 
this is a picture of the presence of God’s Spirit, who resources us when we are under pressure. This psalm  
promises that God’s is with is in all our troubles on a daily basis: ‘The Lord Almighty is with us...’ (7,11).  
 
He is our ruler: ‘He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth.’ (10). When we consider all that God has done in the past, we can see the way in which He has 
worked among us to provide, protect, and deliver us. We are called to ‘cease fighting’ God and surrender our 
lives to God. Let’s worship Him, as we let go fear and as we depend on Him in this current time of crisis.  
 
‘A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills  
prevailing’ (Martin Luther). 

Do you need a new pain killer? 
 
Do you ever take pain killers? If so, do you take one for your  
shoulder, and another one for you knee? Of course not. Once the  
painkiller enters your bloodstream, it goes everywhere, soothing and 
damping down the pain, and hitting all the right spots. God works a 
bit like that on the pain in our lives. He has a prescription for ALL the 
problem areas of our lives. Most of us carry emotional scars, or a  
burden, or some heartache, around with us.  It may be the trauma of 
loss, or it may be anxiety for our family. It may be uncertainty over 
our jobs, and our futures. Whatever it is, God offers us a prescription 
to help the pain. The psalmist writes: “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1) Jesus added: “Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.” (Matthew 11:28)  This kind of help is real and immediate and 
there for the asking. We don’t have to put up with our dis-ease and 
struggle alone. God, our heavenly Father, is only a prayer away.  Not 
just twice a day, after meals, but whenever we need him. 
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Buttercups – treasure in our countryside 
 

Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they were frequently to be found in meadows where 
cows grazed, they were responsible for butter's yellow colouring.  So the name was 
an obvious choice. However, since buttercups are poisonous and therefore are  
avoided as far as possible by our four-footed friends, this is somewhat unlikely. But 
surely, we all remember having a buttercup held under our chin to see whether the 
reflection proved that we liked butter! The shiny surface of the petals actually has 
two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects and secondly to act as a kind of  
mirror to aid the temperature regulation of the plant's reproductive organs. We are 
fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same unpopularity as other  
poisonous plants, because if eaten, not only do they taste nasty, but the poison will 
also cause blisters in the mouth of the consumer. Extensive handling can also 
damage the skin, but presumably the size of bunch that many of us picked as children did not count as 
'extensive'. Fortunately, Health and Safety experts do not yet seem to have forbidden this source of pleasure 
for little people. Incidentally, the poison is reduced as the plant dries, and hay that includes buttercups is safe 
for cows and horses to eat. Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British countryside. Differing  
varieties range in height from small to quite tall and although at their peak in early summer, the golden blooms 
can often still be seen in mid-autumn. Jan Struther, who wrote 'Lord of all hopefulness' also wrote a children's 
hymn entitled 'Treasure' It starts: 
 

                   Daisies are our silver, buttercups our gold: 
                   This is all the treasure we can have or hold. 

The reasons for going to church 
  
Strange times we are living through. The future consequences of coronavirus are going to be challenging, to 
say the least. How will our churches fare when our buildings are allowed to re-open?  One could say that the  
reasons for churchgoing can be put into three slots, ‘Culture’, ‘Faith’ and ‘Community’. Many churchgoers 
would probably recognise in themselves elements of more than one. 
 

Culture is for those who feel comfortable in church. They like the history, the language, the buildings, the  
liturgy and the music, which have probably been a part of their lives since they were children. All hold  
comforting memories.   
 

Faith is a link with the meaning of life and its eternal promise, somewhere to seek guidance through worship 
and sacrament, and on which to lean in times of trouble. A belief in the words of Jesus that they are not on 
their own, even if sometimes it feels like it in this world.  
 

Community is for those who like coming to church or being associated with it as a flying buttress (a phrase of 
Winston Churchill, who described himself as someone who supports the church from the outside). They don't 
have to have a commitment to the faith of the Church but are sympathetic and don't mind being with those who 
do. 
 

It is likely that the ‘old normality’ will not be the ‘new normality’ and this provokes a few thoughts: 
 

* How many people, now out of the habit of regular community worship, will wish to return to it?  
* How many people on the periphery of church life, will come back to it, at least in the short term?  
* How many of those who have had a regular commitment to the church, for example by serving at the altar or    
   in its refectories, singing in choirs, doing flowers, ringing bells and polishing brasses will feel that this is a   
   good time to make a break and do something different?   
 

As church people, we must consider where we go from here. The Church, everywhere in the infected world, 
will need to know our answer to its call. To thrive, it needs us back. 

Good to know 
 

The little word of love, 
the right time and place 
Will be blessed by God above, 
and watered by His grace. 
 

Author unknown 

I am only one 
 

I am only one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do, 
And what I ought to do, by the grace of  
God I will do. 
– Anon 
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June 
Crossword answer 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
 

Two people got the 
crossword answer to 

me and they were 
Stan & Wendy Sefton 

& 
Jim & Shelagh 

Goffin 

Across 
1  ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen you with power through his  
      Spirit in your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6) 
4  ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 14:51) (6) 
7  ‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4)  
8  See 5 Down  
9  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)  
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25) (3)  
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men will dream dreams’ (Acts 2:17) (3) 
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)  
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be left with nothing in  
      Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)  
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you — for salvation through faith in  
       Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)  
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) (6)  
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6) 

Down 
1  ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find — for your souls’  
     (Matthew 11:29) (4) 
2  Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9) 
3  Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, 
    — Sundar Singh (5) 
4  ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — — leaned in charge of the gate’  
    (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2) 
5  and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial feature of the Beloved thus:  
    ‘Your — is like the tower of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song of Songs 7:4) (4,8)  
6  ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians 6:14) (5) 
10 Trout (anag.) (5)  
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)  
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)  
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)  
14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who — bread into the bowl with me”’  
       (Mark 14:20) (4)  
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)  
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)  
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4) 
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Reopening of church buildings for public worship 
 
Following the recent Government announcement that church buildings were able to reopen for public  
worship from 4th July, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who leads the Church of England’s  
Recovery Group, said that the months since lockdown began “have been an extraordinary time - the first 
period without public worship and the sacraments in England in more than 800 years.”  She said also that 
there will have been “real joy” as people began “to come together again – if even at a physical distance – 
but I also know that many will be understandably cautious at this news. “We will not be returning to  
normality overnight - this is the next step on a journey. We’ve been planning carefully, making detailed  
advice available for parishes to enable them to prepare to hold services when it is safe and practical to do 
so. It is important to say that the change in Government guidance is permissive, not prescriptive. "I would 
particularly like to thank clergy and lay leaders for all they have done during the time our buildings have 
been closed.” Bishop Sarah warned that there will still be restrictions, “and we must all still do everything 
we can to limit the spread of the virus… The online services and dial-in worship offerings we have  
become used to will continue. “This has been an incredibly difficult time for the whole country, especially 
for those who have been ill, who have suffered financial hardship, the loss of livelihoods and indeed, for 
many, those they love. We know that is not over and the Church has a task ahead to bring consolation and 
hope. “Churches and cathedrals have risen to the recent challenges, finding new ways of meeting for  
worship, of serving our neighbours, and of reaching new people with the love of God. The challenge  
before us now is to take the next steps carefully and safely, without forgetting all that we’ve discovered 
about God and ourselves on the way.” 

30th August     John Bunyan – the man who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress 
 
After the Bible, John Bunyan’s wonderful Christian allegory, the Pilgrim’s  
Progress, is one of the most celebrated and widely-read books in the English  
language.  It has been translated into more than one hundred languages around the 
world and keeps its place as a Christian classic.  Names of people and places from 
its pages have been commonplace wherever English is spoken.  We need only  
recall Mr Great-Heart, Mr Valiant-for-Truth, Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the 
Slough of Despond, Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the Hill Difficulty and 
the Celestial City.  Bunyan was born on 28 November 1628, at Elstow, near  
Bedford, England, of a poor family.  He had little formal education and his father taught him to be a metal 
worker. His first wife died young.  His second wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his  
blossoming literary career.  His conversion was the result of reading the Bible, and the witness of local  
Christians.  From that time the Bible became the great inspiration of his life.  He wrote more than fifty books 
on Christianity.  A Baptist by conviction, he had little time for the Established Church.  Bunyan became a  
popular preacher, but because of his opposition to the Established Church and because he did not have a 
Church of England preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 1661.  It was in prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s 
Progress.  It was not only Bunyan’s greatest book but was destined to become one of the most popular  
Christian books in the world. Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and places from the 
Bible to teach spiritual lessons.  The vivid and unforgettable imagery in the Pilgrim’s Progress covers the 
whole Christian gospel from sin and condemnation all the way through faith, repentance, grace, justification, 
sanctification, and perseverance to heaven itself. Bunyan died on 31 August 1688.  His portrayal of the death 
of Mr Valiant For Truth is Bunyan at his allegorical best.  This brave old soldier of Jesus Christ had received 
his summons to ‘go home.’ Calling his friends together he says,  ‘My sword I give to him who shall succeed 
me in my pilgrimage …  My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a witness for me, that I have fought His 
battles, Who will now be my rewarder.’ … So he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the 
other side...’ 

Concern for the children 
 

During lockdown this Spring, the NSPCC was receiving a call every hour about  
children who were at risk from domestic violence. Reports to its helplines about  
children caught up in abuse had risen by 32 per cent, from 140 a week before the  
pandemic to 185 a week during lockdown.  Child abuse concerns have been intensified 
by the closure of schools. This is because the teachers, who can act as an early warning 
system for abuse, are not around to detect it. One of the most senior judges in England 
and Wales, Sir Andrew McFarlane, has warned that once social services can function 
normally again, the volume of child protection cases “may surge”. 
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Think about making a will and planning your funeral  
 
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was 
less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in 
the loss of their brother.  John 11 17-19 
 

We have been living in strange times throughout the lockdown. Many of the life     
event services in church have been postponed or have gone ahead in a very different    
way. Funerals have had severe limitations on the numbers who could attend. Many  
people have been thinking about the meaning of life and have made wills during the  
coronavirus crisis. We should all make a will to avoid the disappointment and worry  
for our loved ones if we do not. Only today I had to advise some grown ‘children’  
that their father’s estate would all go to the estranged wife because they were still  
married at the time of death. Probably not what the father had wanted! Sometimes I  
get asked about the funeral arrangements; or rather, told that so-and-so should not be 

allowed to attend. Sometimes families do fall out, but can you stop someone coming to a funeral when it is 
really a public event?  Funerals are usually arranged by executors and they can keep the ceremony as quiet as 
possible by not announcing it in advance. Church services are public, and it is difficult to stop people  
attending. Many cemeteries are public places and again anyone can visit them. Crematoria are not usually 
public and there it is easier to control who is invited and who is not. If you are worried about what will  
happen at your funeral, perhaps now is the time to think about putting things right. You could do a letter of 
wishes to go with your will to say that you hope that people reconcile and let bygones be bygones.  
As always this is a light-hearted comment on a complex subject. Always get proper professional advice. 

HYMN:  The story behind … JUST AS I AM  
 
The hymn ‘Just As I Am’ must be one of the most famous in the world. It has been sung by tens of millions 
of Christians at Billy Graham Crusades the world over, just for starters! Yet it was not written by a  
professional who was ‘aiming’ at a specific market, as many songs seem to be written today. Instead, it was 
written by an artist in Victorian times.Her name was Charlotte Elliott, and she was born in Clapham in 1789. 
She grew up in a well to do home, and became a portrait artist and also a writer of humorous verse. All was 
well until Charlotte fell ill in her early 30s, and slid into a black depression. A minister, Dr Caesar Malan of 
Switzerland, came to visit her. Instead of sympathising, he asked her an unexpected question: did she have 
peace with God? Charlotte deeply resented the question and told him to mind his own business. But after he 
left, his question haunted her. Did she have peace with God?  She knew that she did not, that she had done 
some very wrong things. So, she invited Dr Malan to return. She told him that she would like to become a 
Christian, but would have to sort out her life first.  Dr Malan again said the unexpected: “Come just as you 
are.” The words were a revelation to Charlotte. She had assumed that she would have to put her life in order 
before she could hope to be accepted by God. Instead, she realised that Jesus wanted her just as she was - 
and He would take care of the sin. Charlotte became a Christian that day.14 years later, in 1836, Charlotte 
wrote some verses that summed up how it had been between her and Jesus that day.  They ran: 
 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bids’t me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 
Just as I am, tho tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt 
Fightings within, and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 
Charlotte could not have dreamed that 150 years into the future, her verses would be sung by millions of 
people all over the world, as they responded to the Gospel presented at many great Billy Graham crusades, 
and made their way forward to do just as the hymn describes - to come to Jesus Christ, despite sin and fear 
and doubts, to come ‘just as I am.’ 
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INFORMATION 
 

Vicar  
Revd Karen Brady 

Mobile: 07419820864 
e-mail: revkarenbrady@gmail.com 

 
Churchwardens 

Colin Keam    01928 576293 
Rosemary Lunt    01928 569863 

e-mail: warden@runcornstmichaels.org.uk 

 
If you want to book 

a wedding, baptism or funeral 
please phone this number 

07722470940  
and ask for Robbie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please remember the following people in your prayers  

throughout this month. 
 

    Romy & Linda Tiongco                           José Colley 
 

Liz Adams       Graham & Nicola Aylett   
 

  Norah Gamon                          Maureen Holden                       
 

Robbie Littler                Dorothy Lees 
 

also to the people who are at home or in hospital  
with the coronavirus or are self isolating. 

St Michaels would like to ask you to pray for all the  
key workers out there on the frontline 

especially the Doctors and Nurses in NHS. 
 

If you would like us to pray for someone close to you please let 
the Vicar know. Or if you would like the Pastoral Care Team to 
visit someone at home don’t hesitate to let them know.  
 

 

….and the recently bereaved, especially any 
families known to you 

Please Pray 

ARTICLES 
 

News or articles for the next edition of 
Growing Together should be given to 
Colin Keam by August 22nd. I am looking 
for articles for the newsletter like people’s 
Birthdays, Wedding Anniversaries,  
praying for people who are sick or in  
hospital or any interesting or funny  
anecdotes.     
   THANK YOU 

All Saints Parish Church 
Runcorn 

Bell Restoration Appeal 
 

The bellringers of Runcorn are appealing for your help in 
the full restoration of the eight 1851-cast bells. 

The overhaul will cost around £75,000. 
 

The ringers have already raised (and spent!) nearly £2000 on  
new pulleys, but this will only help in the short term.  The  

bells will fall silent in just a few years if they are not rehung 
by specialists, so your support would be much appreciated. 

 
 

Contact Us 
If you would like more information or to make a donation, 
please contact either: 
 
Rich Westman (Ringing Master): 
27 Dale Street, Runcorn, WA7 5PF 
rich.westman@gmail.com, 
 
Bill Allman (Tower Captain) 
10 Curzon Street, Runcorn, WA7 4PG 

 
(Please make cheques payable to Runcorn Parish Bell  

Ringers) 
 

Or "Like" us on Facebook  
at www.facebook.com/runcornrestoration 

 


