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In GROWING TOGETHER THIS MONTH:  SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
HUMOUR                   PUZZLE PAGE       CELEBRATIONS

With the many blessings and opportunities at St Michael’s … 

         … “there’s more we can do”.  
In my last message for the July/August magazine, I invited 
you to attend but also to pray about our Mission Day with 
Archdeacon Mike Gilbertson on 14th July.  I asked you to 
think and pray about:  

 How else could we be using our church building?  

 How else can we serve the needs of our community? 

 How else can we show and share the love of God?   
 

Our Mission Day began with a special Holy Communion 
service, followed by lots of lively discussion, much laughter 
and of course great food and fellowship.   
 

Thank you to the talented and dedicated team who helped to organise the day 
and make it go smoothly.  Thank you too to all who came.  The ideas, dreams 
and ambitions we shared together enabled us all to see and to hear the many 
possibilities for our church.  We shared a glimpse of the future plans and vision 
that God desires for our church and the many ways we can serve our wider  
community. 
 

Although it’s hardly two months since that day, God has truly been at work in our 
church and in our church community.  God has revealed an abundance of  
blessings and opportunities; a sort of Holy Spirit equivalent of the ‘snowball 
effect’.  It’s uplifting to see the generosity of time, talents and treasure given  
within our church. I freely admit, it’s been hard to keep up!  Here are some  
examples: 
We’ve made great improvements to our church building, given more time…   
           “there’s more we can do”. 
We’re singing again in our worship, given the talents within our church…  
           “there’s more we can do”.   
Fundraising events are planned, given the generosity of treasure from all…   
           “there’s more we can do”.   
 

Please continue to pray about all of this; prayerfully and humbly reflect and ex-
plore how the gifts of time, talents and treasure that God has bestowed upon 
you can (in some way) be given back to help our church continue to flourish and 
to grow.  God is revealing many blessings and opportunities in  our church, but 
there are many challenges too.  One of the biggest challenges is our church fi-
nances and the need to increase planned giving.   

Sunday 12th September is ‘Giving Sunday’ at  St Michael’s.   
 

This will be an opportunity to learn more about our 
church finances and how you can help ‘give back to 
God’ and to our church some of your time,  
your talents and your treasure. 
This is so important. Because with the many bless-
ings, opportunities God bestows upon our church and 
despite the many challenges we face… 

“there’s more we can do”.   

ISSUE 145 
 

SEPTEMBER  
2021 

 



 

2 

BIBLE READINGS FOR  
   SEPTEMBER  

   
                   
5th September       19th September  
James 2: 1-17       2 Timothy 2: 1-5 
Mark 7: 24-37       Mark 10: 42-45 
 
12th September       26th September  
2 Corinthians 9: 1-11     Revelation 12: 7-12 
Luke 11: 1-13        John 1: 47-51 

BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATIONS 
 

September Birthday 
 

Congratulations to Terry Oke who celebrates his birthday on September 16th, and to 
Wendy Sefton who celebrates her birthday on September 26th 

Wednesday 1st September  
10.00am  Holy Communion   
 
Sunday 5th September (14th Sunday after Trinity) 
8.30am  Holy Communion 
10.00am  Morning Celebration  
 
Wednesday 8th September  
10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 12th September (15th Sunday after Trinity) 

8.30am  Holy Communion 
10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 15th September   
10.00am  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 19th September (16th Sunday after Trinity) 
Mayoral Civic Service 
8.30am  Holy Communion 
10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 22nd September  
10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 26th September 
(Patronal Service) 
8.30am  Holy Communion 
10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 29th September  
(St Michael & All Angels) 
10.00am  Holy Communion 

SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES  

Name above all Names 
Name above all Names, what’s in a name? 
Jesus, Messiah, He’s coming again, 
Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End, 
Apostle and High Priest, the sinners Friend. 
 
Walking on water, calming the storm, 
God incarnate calling us home 
Creator, the I Am, nailed to a tree 
Lion of Judah dying for me. 
 
Risen, the Victor, conquering King 
Coming with clouds redemption to bring 
To gather His bride for heaven above 
To reign with the Lamb whose name is Love. 
 

By Megan Carter 

Repentance 
 

Lord God, take pity on me. 
During my infancy I ignored You; 
During my boyhood I had no interest in You. 
During my adolescence I pursued vain pleasures. 
But now, Lord Jesus, I crave Your mercy. 
I want to know You, 
I want to understand Your truth, 
I want to feel Your joy. 
 

By Richard Rolle (c 1300 – 1349) Hermit in Yorkshire 
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Sunday 3rd October(18th Sunday after Trinity)    Sunday 17th October(20th Sunday after Trinity) 
8.30am  Holy Communion         8.30am  Holy Communion 
10.00am  Morning Celebration       10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 6th October            Wednesday 20th October  
10.00am  Holy Communion          10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 10th October(19th Sunday after Trinity)  Sunday 24th October(21st Sunday after Trinity) 
8.30am  Holy Communion        8.30am  Holy Communion  
10.00am  Holy Communion        10.00am  Holy Communion 
    
Wednesday 13th October          Wednesday 27th October    
10.00am  Holy Communion        10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
              Sunday 31st October (All Saints Day) 
                 8.30am  Holy Communion  
              10.00am  Holy Communion 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to 

 Chris & Ruth Lawton 
whose Wedding Anniversary 

was on August 14th 
to 

Roy & Ada Barlow       David & Muriel Walker 
whose Wedding Anniversary           whose Wedding Anniversary 
      is on September 20th                        is on September 24th 

Dead Sea Scrolls – brought to light 30 years ago 
 
Thirty years ago, on 22nd September 1991, 
photographs and transcripts of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were made available to  
scholars generally for the first time. The 
Scrolls – ancient, mostly Hebrew or  
Aramaic manuscripts of leather, papyrus, 
and copper – were first found in 1947 near 
the shore of the Dead Sea. They come 
from various sites and date from the third 
century BC to the second century AD.  The 
decision by the Huntington Library, which is in San Marino,  
California, to make the Scrolls public was hailed by its director, Dr 
William A Moffett, as a bold move “equivalent to  
breaking down the Berlin Wall”. Up to that time access to the scrolls 
had been restricted to a fairly small group of ‘authorised’ scholars. 
The Huntington photograph collection was created by  
philanthropist Elizabeth Hay Bechtel in 1980, with Robert Schlosser 
taking the actual pictures. After her death in 1987 they became the 
property of the library, with no agreed restrictions on their use –  
unlike the official collections, which certain experts reserved for 
their own use “to ensure scholarly accuracy”.  Last year the Museum 
of the Bible, in Washington DC, confirmed that all 16 of the  
fragments it owns are modern forgeries.  

A church is a hospital for 
sinners, not a museum 
for saints. 
 
A cold church, like cold 
butter, never spreads 
well. 
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15th September  St Adam of Caithness - the way NOT to tithe 
Teaching people to ‘tithe’ can be a delicate matter.  Some clergy teach ‘tithing’ well, and inspire 
their people to great generosity of spirit.   Other clergy teach ‘tithing’ at least well enough, and 
get their people’s sluggish cooperation.  But – there are clergy who teach ‘tithing’ badly – and 
then, watch out!   St Adam (bishop 1213 – 22) is a good example of how NOT to do it.   
Adam was a young Cisterian monk who became abbot of Melrose.  Then in 1213 William, king 
of Scotland, appointed him as bishop in a remote area where his own kingly power was weak 
and that of the Norse earls was strong. Adam attempted to enforce law and order, including 
canon law, and particularly the payment of tithes. The people sullenly obeyed most of his 
teaching about the law and order, and didn’t care a fig one way or another about canon law.  
But tithing was a subject on which they had passionate views! The customary offering at this 
time was a span of butter to the clergy for every twenty cows that a person owned.  Adam said 
this was not enough.  He wanted more butter.  He increased the tithe to one span for every  
fifteen cows.  Then one span for every twelve cows.  Then one span for every ten cows that a 
person owned. And so Adam managed to double his butter income.  But any modern-day  
Diocesan Board of Finance thinking of doubling the parish share should beware what  
happened next. For the people revolted.  One night they forced their way into his bishop’s 
house at Halkirke, and burnt him and his followers to death.  The only good news was that his 
body, although ‘roasted with fire and livid with bruises, was found entire under a heap of 
stones, and buried honourably in the church.’  Thus ended Adam, and the people kept all their 
butter tithe – presumably spreading it on toast? 

Harry Secombe – genius for buffoonery 
One hundred years ago, on 8th September 1921, Sir Harry Secombe was 
born in Swansea. The comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter was 
one of the stars of the anarchic 1950s radio series, The Goon Show. His  
family belonged to St Thomas Church, and his elder brother, Fred, became a 
Church of Wales priest. Later in life Sir Harry was a presenter of religious  
programmes, such as the BBC's Songs of Praise and ITV's Highway.  He met 
Spike Milligan during the war in North Africa and later bumped into him 
again at the Windmill Theatre, where he was doing comedy routines.  
There they also met Peter Sellers and Michael Bentine – forming the team 
that eventually produced The Goon Show. A natural clown with a “genius for 
buffoonery”, Harry was the focus, and he moved on to star in a series of films, including Oliver!  
He was also a talented and popular tenor. He was knighted in 1981, referring to himself as Sir 
Cumference in reference to his size – he was later forced to diet for medical reasons, and died 
at the age of 79 of prostate cancer. His tombstone bears the inscription “To know him is to love 
him”.  

Activities at St Michael’s Church 
 
St Michael’s Maintenance Appeal Committee   
Tea & Toast in the Meeting Room 
Next Tea & Toast is on 2nd October & 6th November 
@ 10.00am to 12.00 noon  Admission: £2.00 
Quiz Night in the Meeting Room  
11th September @ 7.00pm     Tickets £6 
 
Crafters Group  
Crafters Group meets in the Meeting 
Room every Tuesday from 10.00am to 12noon.   
Everyone  is welcome, including new members 
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Spicy Scones 
 

Ingredients 
75g(3ozs) Chilled butter in small cubes  
350g(13ozs) Self-raising flour  
½ tsp baking powder 
30g(2ozs)Chilli Pickle 

150ml milk 
2 eggs beaten  
 

Method 
Preheat oven to 220’C or Fan 200’C/Gas 7.  
Grease a large baking sheet. 
Put flour and baking powder into a large chilled mixing bowl. 
Add cubes of butter and rub until it looks like fine breadcrumbs.  
Add Chilli Pickle 
Pour 75ml of milk and mix all but 4 tablespoons of the beaten egg into the flour mix.  
Mix together with a palette knife to a soft but not too sticky dough, 
Adding a little more milk if needed to mop up and dry mixture still in the bowl. 
Turn out the dough onto a lightly floured surface and gather together.  
Roll out and form a rectangle around 2cm deep. 
Cut out as many scones as possible and lay on the baking tray and spread apart. 
Gather the trimmings and repeat. 
Brush the tops with the reserved egg. 
Bake for around 10 minutes or until risen and golden brown. Remove and cool on a wire rack . 

 
VML 
 
VML is starting this project on Wednesday 8th September at St 
Michael’s in the Meeting Room. 
So if you know any young people who would be interested, please 
email Robbie Littler for more information at 
 

      victoriamusicltd@gmail.com 

Reflected Faith Series: the Bread we eat 
The majority of Sunday morning service in churches throughout the world are based on the 
Last Supper of Jesus. At the Passover meal, on the night before His death, Jesus took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to His disciples saying, "This is My body given for you;"  (Luke 
22:19a). He also took wine and passed it to each of them and said, "This is My blood, given for 
you." 
These two elements, the bread and the wine, continue to be the central focus for Christians: 
doing what Jesus asked us to do, ‘Do this in remembrance of me’.  (Luke 22:19b) 
What we call this service varies between denominations and even between churches within the 
same denomination.  It is a way of giving ‘thanks’ as Jesus did (the word ‘Eucharist’ comes from 
the Greek by way of Latin, and it means ‘thanksgiving’), reminding us not only of the  
tremendous sacrifice that Christ had made on our behalf, but also recalling the love and joy 
that Jesus brings to the community. 
The word ‘Communion’ comes from something done with others – the community. It's done 
with Christ. It's done with other worshippers. In sharing the meal, 'I' becomes 'us'. 
The word ‘Mass’ comes from the conclusion to the traditional service – which was in Latin: ‘Ite, 
missa est.’ ‘Go. You are being sent.’  Today we use similar words, ‘Go in peace, to love and serve 
the Lord.’ At the moment many churches, especially the Church of England, are only giving 
bread to the congregation with the priest alone consuming the wine.  So the meaning  
underlying the taking / the giving of bread is more crucial than ever. In some denominations 
the bread is literally the ‘daily bread’, whilst in others it is a ‘wafer’ or yeast free bread – as was 
used at the original Passover. 

  
This month: Have a look at the bread that is placed into your hands the next time you 
‘receive’.  How does it reflect receiving Christ into your life? 
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July/August 
Crossword answer 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
 

Two people got the 
crossword answer to 

me and they were 
Wendy Sefton 

& 
Jim & Shelagh 

Goffin 

Clues Down 
1  Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6) 
2  Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7) 
3  Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack 
    (2 Chronicles 32:1) (5) 
5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 
6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 
7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 
9  Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9) 
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) 
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea  
     (Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John 21:11) (6) 
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go,  
     that we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6) 
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5) 
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5) 

Clues Across 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this grace’  (Romans 5:2) (6) 
4  Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6) 
8  The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5) 
9  Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7) 
10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of water’ (John 3:23) (5) 
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5) 
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) 
21 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 
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All Angel Artists 

OR 
A short update on our art group during lockdown! 

 
We have been fortunate enough to meet every Saturday thanks to the  
wonders of Zoom. The time is the same 10-12 noon but because there is no 
travelling, setting up the room, or clearing away, we are finding it a lot  
easier and will probably continue in this way for the time being. Our group 
consists of about nine at the  
moment but as we live in different  
areas from the Wirral to Helsby and 
all points in-between it's another 
reason to keep the art club online. 
During the past 18 months or so we 
have been exploring the vast folder 

that is YouTube, discovering a variety of artists using  many 
different styles.  This has ranged from acrylics to line and 
wash; from abstract to botanical realism taking in Zentangling and collage along the way. My fa-

vourite is of course watercolour, always a good medium to fall back 
on.  
Others are coloured pencil fans or using the lovely Inktense pencils.  
We try to cover all preferences.  So you can always choose which 
media to work in if you don't want to use that shown in the lesson.  
We then post our efforts onto 
WhatsApp in our Art club group.  It's 
really interesting to see what each of 
us have produced as despite following 
the same video our work is quite 
different from each others.   

I've included a few pics from some of our latest works. 
 

So despite all the restrictions our 
creativity continues.  Saturday 
mornings are full of fun...frustration, satisfac-
tion...disappointment, but lots of companionship and support for 
all we do. 
So be creative.   Love and prayers Joan 

Female clergy 
                 
In 1992 the Church of England voted to allow the ordination of women.  Since 2014 they have 
also been able to become Bishops. The percentage of female clergy across all denominations 
in the UK in 1992, the first year it was counted, was 7% (of which 5% was Church of  
England).  By the year 2000 it was 10% for all denominations, by 2008 19%, by 2016 21% and in 
2019, the latest year available, it is 24% (but 29% for Church of England and 23% for their  
senior clergy). The Salvation Army has the largest proportion of female officers - an estimated 
49% in 2020. The United Reformed Church has also had a high percentage – 36% in 2020. 
Likewise in 2020, the Methodist Church of Great Britain had 36%, and the Church of Scotland 
had 28%. In 2020 the Baptists had 15%, New Churches (especially Vineyard, Newfrontiers and 
Pioneer) 16%, and Pentecostals 15%.  The Roman Catholics and the Orthodox have no women 
priests at all. How do these percentages compare with female leadership generally?  Globally 
there are 21 women serving as the head of state or government in 193 countries, which is 
11%. In the UK, of the top FTSE 100 companies only 5% of the CEOs are women.  Of the MPs 
returned in the 2019 general election, 34% were women.  In the UK regular Armed Forces, 11% 
are women. One can always make other comparisons, but by these few examples, the  
percentage of female ministers is at least comparable to, if not better than, other sections of 
British society. 
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INFORMATION 
 

Vicar  
Revd Karen Brady 

01928 831795 
Mobile: 07419820864 

e-mail: revkarenbrady@gmail.com 
 

Churchwardens 
Chris Challoner    01928 715830 
Rosemary Lunt    01928 569863 

e-mail: warden@runcornstmichaels.org.uk 
 

If you want to book 
a wedding, baptism or funeral 

please phone this number 
07722470940  

and ask for Robbie 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please remember the following people in your 

 prayers  
throughout this month. 

 

                                José Colley 
 

Liz Adams       Graham & Nicola Aylett    
 

  David Walker                Norah Gamon          
 

Also please remember in your prayers  
anyone that you know 

who is at home or in hospital.                                       
  
If you would like us to pray for someone close to you 
please let the Vicar know. Or if you would like the  
Pastoral Care Team to visit someone at home don’t 
hesitate to let them know.  
 

….and the recently bereaved, especially any 
families known to you 
 
 

Please Pray 

Anxious neighbour? 
 

If you have elderly neighbours who are on their 
own, it is worth bearing in mind that many of them 
will have been hit by pandemic anxiety. They may 
feel frightened to leave their homes. Such is the 
finding of a recent study by the University of  
Cambridge and Imperial College London into the 
effects of the pandemic on the elderly. So, any act of 
neighbourly kindness on your part may be most 
welcome. Helpful jobs such as tidying the garden, 
doing some shopping, running errands, and simply 
sitting outside with them over a cup of tea might be 
greatly appreciated.    

September Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
September – the month of new beginnings for many, as summer fades and school and college 
terms start. 
After such a strange time of restrictions, hopes of freedom, with warnings to be cautious, it is 
hard to know what to expect this September. 
We can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to see us through whatever it turns 
out to be. 
Thank you for your promise, I will never leave you or forsake you… (Hebrews 13:5) 
Help us to hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you – and to be thankful for each  
September day. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 


